
2025 COMPASS Virtual Grand Challenge 

 

Time is EST  

 

Presenters Institutions Theme Day Time Slot Other 

Valerie Wehiong Batta COMPASS-NCSU Introduction June 2 10:00 am - 10:10 am  

Prof. Martin Thuo COMPASS-NCSU Keynote Speech 
Frugal Science 

June 2 10:10am - 10:40 am  

Dr. Yonas Gizaw Entrepreneur Entrepreneurship June 2 10:45 am - 11:15 am  

Prof. Paul Bogdan COMPASS-USC Graph & Network 
Theory 

June 2 11:20 am - 12 noon  

Breakout Sessions    12 noon - 1:00 pm  

      

Valerie Wehiong-Batta COMPASS-NCSU Daily updates June 3 10:00 am - 10:10 am  

Dr. Elena Della Valle COMPASS-UM Women in Science June 3 10:15 am - 10:45 am  

Prof. Balla Diop Ngom UCAD/Senegal Transdisciplinary 
Research for 
Sustainable 
Development in 
Africa 

June 3 10:50 am - 11:20 am  

Trevor Teague COMPASS-UM Computational 
particle research 

June 3 11:20 am - 12 noon  

Valerie Wehiong Batta COMPASS-NCSU Reveal teams 
composition 

June 3 12 noon  

Breakout Sessions   June 3 12 noon - 1:00 pm  

     1 

Valerie Wehiong Batta COMPASS-NCSU Daily updates June 4 10:00 am - 10:10 am  

Prof. Xiaoming Mao COMPASS-UM Training all-
mechanical neural 
networks for task 
learning through in 
situ 

June 4 10:15 am - 10:45 am  

 
1 Mentors are available to answer questions or provide guidance at the end of each day durian 
breakout sessions: from 12 noon to 1:00 pm (EST) 



backpropagation 

Dr. Geoffrey Siwo MIDAS-UM Generative AI for 
drug discovery 

June 4 10:50 am - 11:20 am  

Dr. Alain Koyock AI Consultant and 
Author 

The state of AI and 
ML in Africa 

June 4 11:20 am - 12 noon  

Prof. Martin Thuo COMPASS-NCSU Grand Challenge 
Theme revealed 

June 4 12 noon Web 
access 

Breakout Sessions   June 4 12 noon - 1:00 pm  

      

Valerie Wehiong Batta COMPASS-NCSU Daily updates June 5 10:00 am - 10:10 am   

Dr. Haotian Chen MIDAS-UM The use of AI and 
ML in research 

June 5 10:15 am - 10:45 am  

Tito Sarkar CEO-PASEO Democratization of 
innovations 

June 5 10:50 am - 11:20 am  

Dr. Jeffery Raymond COMPASS-VIN Particle Size & 
Shape Distributions 
with ImageJ 
 

June 5 11:20 am - 11:50 am  

Daisy Kiptoo COMPASS-Fellow From a participant to 
a PhD student 

June 5 11: 50 am - 12 noon  

Breakout Sessions   June 4 12 noon - 100 pm  

      

Participants Final projects 
submissions 

 June 8   

Judges Projects review 
and deliberation 

 June 9   

      

Prof. Stephanie Brock 
Lead judge 

COMPASS/WSU Winner and runner-
up 

June 
10 

10:00 am - 10:30 am  

Winner   Winners’  pitch June 10:30 am - 11:15 am  

Prof. Kotov Closing remarks 
 

 June 
10 

11:20 am - 11:50  

      



 


